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The Illinois Freedom Project: 'For a Vast Future Also' 
 

SPRINGFIELD, IL – The Illinois State Museum in Springfield on Wed., Feb. 7 at 7 p.m. will 

host a free program bringing to life some of the people and places that have been subjects of 

the Illinois Freedom Project.   

 

The Illinois Freedom Project was undertaken by staff at the Lincoln Home National Historic 

Site and the Old State Capitol State Historic site, with many community partners, to 

investigate the places that best represent the inspiring stories of the move from slavery to 

freedom in Illinois. The project engaged historians, youth mentors, videographers, web 

designers, and others to present these freedom stories in an engaging way. The goal of the 

project is to teach history and inspire youth by presenting stories of victory through 

adversity.  

 

Lincoln Home National Historic Site Historian Timothy P. Townsend will present the 

program as part of the monthly Paul Mickey Learning Series at the Illinois State Museum.  

Townsend will discuss the background of the project, as well as plans for how the project 

will reach Illinois youth. 

 

Museum admission for the program is free.  For additional information, please contact the 

ISM by phone at 217-558-6696 or by email at events@illinoisstatemuseum.org. 

 

For additional information online:  

Project summary: www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/the-illinois-freedom-project.htm.  

Video project summary: www.youtube.com/watch?v=GFJNfnjN_AQ  

Project website www.lookingforlincoln.com/freedom. 

 
The Illinois State Museum is located in the State Capitol Complex at 502 S. Spring St. in 

Springfield. 
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